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Applying for an Alcoholic Beverages Retail License 

New or Transfer 

1. First, informally let the Selectmen’s office know you are interested in applying for a liquor license. 

The office can verify that licenses are available, give a ballpark estimate of when public hearings can 

be held, etc. The application timeline set forward by the Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverages Control 

Commission (ABCC) has a number of hard deadlines to be met by the Board of Selectmen and the 

applicants – a bit of notice can help make these deadlines easier for everyone to meet! 

2. There are TWO separate applications that must be filled out as part of this application process: the 

forms for the ABCC and the forms0 for the Town of Freetown. If any of the forms are not returned 

or not filled out completely, the application could face delays or be rejected completely. 

o To ensure you are using the most up-to-date forms, ABCC forms should be downloaded 

directly from the ABCC website: https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-an-alcoholic-

beverages-retail-license-new-or-transfer 

▪ Make sure to download and fill out the proper license application AND the CORI 

Authorization forms. 

▪ Review ALL information on the ABCC website, as their requirements change from 

time to time. There is a list of required documents as part of the Application, as 

well. 

o Town of Freetown forms can be accessed at the Downloadable Forms & Documents section 

freetownma.gov and are attached to this letter. 

3. The ABCC’s $200 fee needs to be paid before processing by the Town. Information on how to pay 

that fee is available from the ABCC website. Please include the receipt of this payment as part of 

your application packet. 

4. Once completely filled out, return ALL application documents to the office of the Board of 

Selectmen, along with two (2) checks, both payable to the Town of Freetown; the first check should 

be in the amount of $100, for the public hearing fee, and the second check in the amount of the 

application fee (see next page). 

5. The Board of Selectmen will schedule a public hearing between 10 and 30 days of receiving the 

application. Once scheduled, the Selectmen’s Office will provide you with a Public Notice that must 

be published in a newspaper that serves the area (New Bedford Standard-Times, Fall River Herald, 

Taunton Daily Gazette, etc.). This notice must be advertised within 10 days of submitting the 

application, and at least 10 days before the public hearing. The office will aid you in scheduling the 

advertisement in conjunction with the hearing. Advertising is at the applicants’ expense and is the 

applicant’s sole responsibility – if advertising requirements are not met, the public hearing cannot 

take place, meaning the process must be re-started (and a second public hearing fee may be 

charged). 

6. The Freetown Board of Selectmen, acting as the Local Licensing Authority, will make their decision 

within 30 days of receiving your application. 
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o If approved by the Board, the office will forward all application information to the ABCC  

within 3 days. 

o If the Board denies the application, there is an appeal process. More information can be 

found on the ABCC website. 

7. Once the application is forwarded to the ABCC, things are in their hands. How long the ABCC’s 

review takes and the steps involved there are not known to the Selectmen’s Office.  

8. Once approved by the ABCC, the Local Licensing Authority will issue a license within 7 days. 

Alcohol License Fees 

All Alcoholic Common Victualer License $1,000.00 

Wine & Malt Beverage Common Victualer License $600.00 

All Alcoholic Package Store License $1,000.00 

Wine & Malt Beverage Package Store License $600.00 

All Alcoholic Innholder’s License $1,000.00 

All Alcoholic Veterans’ Club License $500.00 

All Alcoholic Club License (Non-Veterans’) $900.00 

 












